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public characters with unceasing vigilance or who refuse
to have any public characters at all, preferring themselves
to attend to their own public affairs ... or to have no
public affairs at all.
You had both types of body politic well represented in the
lands through which we are passing . . . there were the
highlands of the Kentucky, North Carolina, and Virginia
Piedmont climatic and terrene system, where life remains
to-day much as it was in the earlier Colonial times. And then
there was, at its best developed in Virginia., the quasi-feudal
system of the great plantations of the Washington, Jefferson,
Madison, and, say, Richard Henry Lee type—which has
disappeared. Both were almost equally favoured in climate,
soil, * . . and an atmosphere of at least some sort of
religious tolerance.
The practical disadvantage of the Golden Age—or part-
time farming—type of civilization is its relative defenceless-
ness from attack from the north. It will have the tendency
to group up into small communities. Being contented they
will be unwarlike, being prosperous they will not be over-
populated, and being independent they will be disinclined
to place much power in the hands of whatever federal
organization they may have evolved. They will also as a
rule not possess much civilizing influence over the outer
world, whilst they will have the dangerous reputations of
being themselves Golcondas or lands where grow fabulous
apples of gold.
The disadvantages of feudalism at its best are in part
similar. A feudal unit had the great advantage of having a
head which could be lopped off if the Community did not
prosper or was discontented. Thus being forced against their
wills to pay taxes to the Crown as well as doing suit and
service to their feudal lord, the tenants of the third Earl
Percy met him as he came home from hunting and cut him
in pieces with razors. Or thus the inhabitants of Great
Britain have always dealt with their kings—from Edward II*,
who could not make his country prosperous with the plunder
of the Scots, the princes in the Tower^ who could not govern^
and Henry VI, who lost the famous plundering-ground in

